mR-10-2003 17:06 
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Date: March 10, 2003 



\ \ p. 01/34 

r^AJVSMISSION COVER SHEET 

Application Serial No. 10/018,621 
Attorney Docket No. 508-042.008 



TO: 


Ms, Carol Bidwell 

Legal Department RECEIVH 


COMPANY/FIRM: 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Office ^ ^ 


TELEPHONE NO.: 


(703) ppj QPFHii 


FACSIMILE NO.: 


(703) 305-2919 PROGRAMS 0 






FROM: 


Alfred A, Fressola 


COMPANY/FIRM: 


Ware, Fressola, Van Der Sluys & Adolphson LLP 


PHONE NO.: 


(203) 261-1234 


FACSIMILE NO.: 


(203) 261-5676 



D 

i3 



CONHRMATION BY MAIL: NO 

Number of pages (including this transmittal page): 34 

If facsimile transmission is incomplete, please notify sender at (203) 261-1234, 



WARE, FRESSOLA, VAN DER SLUYS & ADOLPHSON LLP 
BRADFORD GREEN, BUILDING FIVE 
755 MAIN STREET, MONROE, CONNECTICUT 06468 
TELEPHONE NO. (203) 261-1234 
FACSIMILE NO. (203) 261-5676 

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN TmS FACSIMILE IS CONFIDENTIAL AND MAY ALSO BE ATTORNEY- 
CLIENT PRIVILEGED, THE INFORMATION IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR 
ENTITY TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED. IF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, OR THE AGENT OR 
EMPLOYEE RESPONSIBLE TO DELIVER IT TO THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED 
THAT ANY USE, DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION OR COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED, IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED TmS FACSIMILE IN ERROR, PLEASE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY US 
BY TELEPHONE AND RETURN THE RECEIVED MESSAGE TO US AT THE ADDRESS ABOVE VIA THE U.S. 
POSTAL SERVICE. THANK YOU. 
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PATENT 

Attorney Docket Nc|q^gQ|Q{()(jfgD 

MAR 1 0 2003 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE' 

PCT SPECIAL 
PROGRAMS OFFICE 



Re Application of: M.BURAetaL 
Serial No.: 10/018,621 
Filed: December 17, 2001 
For: BRIDGE JOINT 



Intl. App. No. PCT/GBOO/02224 
Intl. Filing Date 12/28/2000 
Art Unit: NotYetAss^ed 



U.S. Patent and Trademark OfSce 
ATTENTION: Ms. Carol Bidwell 
Washington, DC 20231 



Sir: 



SUBMISSION OF SUBSTITUTE COPY OF RESPONSE TO 
NOTIFICATION OF MISSING REQUIREMENTS 



The undersigned attorney hereby attests that tfie attached documents are a true copy of the 
documents originally filed with the U.S. Patent and Tradetnark Office in response to the Notification 
of Missing Requirements mailed February 5, 2002. The original documents in response thereto were 
mailed by itie undersigned attorney (with Certification of Mailing) on August I, 2002. Based on the 
stamped returned postcard (also enclosed herewith), the documents were received by the USPTO on 
August 8, 2002. 

Respectfblly submitted. 

Dated: March 10.2003 

WARE. FRESSOLA, VAN DER 

SLUYS & ADOLPHSON LLP 
Building Five, Bradford Green 
755 Main Street, P.O. Box 224 
Monroe, CT 06468 
Telephone: (203) 261-1234 
Facsimile: (203) 261-5676 
USPTO Customer No. 004955 
Deposit Account No. 23-0442 




rea^. Fifessola' 
ley for Applicant 
£gistration No. 27,550 



1 hereby ccrtJly that tliis comspondence is being sent vis ficsimile today, March 10. 2003. (O Ms. Carol 
Bidwetl at the United States Patent and "nademaik Office at (703) 30S-2919. 




Annemarie Maher 
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^plicant 
Fon 

Serial No. 



M« Bura et al» 
BRIDGE JOINT 
10/018,621 



.RIed: 



December 17, 2001 



The following papers were received in the U.S. Patent and Tmdemaric Office 
Completion of Filing 

--5 Transmittal Reguiremeats 

. Specification - No. of Pages } 



. Claims - No. of Pages 
_ Abstract - No. of Pages 
. Decl, and Power of Atty. (v/added 
.Assignment page) 
-Small Entity Statement 
, AssigTunent Recordaclon Cover 
_ Sheet 

. Notification of Missing Requirements 
, Petition Under 37 CFR 1,47 (a) 



Attorney: Date Mailed: 

AAF 

Please date stamp and return 



08/01/02 



Docket No 



Amendment and/or Response 
Info. Disclosure Statement 

tM or SM Appl, - No. of Pages 

Specimens - No, of 

Fee: $955.00* Enclosed 

Drawings - No. of Sheets 

Statement of Facts 
Form PTO-1449 
copies of Intl. Search 
Report & 2 references 
cited therein 
*check no. 



508-042,008 



MAR-10-2003 17:06 



P. 04/34 



UNI ffcp St.ViT.S PATff^ AKi>•XKApli^iAftK_p|y|C^. 



U S AMPLICATION WMBgR NQ. 



FIRST >«AMED APPLJCANT 



ATTV D0CKI7 NO 



10/018.62] 



Q04955 

WARE FRESSOLA VAN DER SLUYS & 
ADOLPHSON, LLP 
BRADFORD GREEN BUILDING 5 
755 MAIN STREET, P O BOX 224 
MONROE, CT 06468 



Michael J Bura 



508-042 9 



interna! io>4al application no 



PCT/GB00/0222<I 

1 a FILING DATE I PRlORnY DAtE j 

12/28/2000 06/18/1999 



CONFIRMATION NO. 4979 
371 FORMALITIES LETTER 



-OC0000D0007386 1 1 6' 



Date Mailed: 02/05/2002 



NOTIFICATION OF MISSING REQUIREMENTS UNDER 35 U.S.C. 371 IN THE UNITED 
STATES DESIGNATED/ELECTED OFFICE (DO/EO/US) 

The following items have been submitted by the applicant or the IB to the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office as an Elected Office (37 CFR 1.495): 



V U.S. Basic. National Fees 

• Indication of Small Entity Status 

• Priority Document 

• Copy of IPE Report 

• Copy of references cited In ISR 

V Copy of the Iritemattonal AppTicaticn 

m Copy of the International Search Report 

• Preliminary Amendments 

9 Request for Immediate Examination 



ReCElVcD 
WARE, FRESSOU^. VAN DER SLUYS 
aADOt-PHSON 



FEB 1 1 ZOOZ 



FILE t^f-ff¥/.t? 
ANSU rtffi/ Af 



The follov^'rtg stems MUST be furnished within the period set forth below in order to complete the requirements for 
acceptance under 35 U.S.C. 371: 



» Oath or declaration of the inventors, in compfiance with 37 CFR 1 .497(a) and (b), identifying the appEcafion 
by the International appfication number and intematlondl fiGng date. 

* $65 Surcharge for providing the oath or declaration later than the appropriate 30 months months from the 
priority date (37 CFR 1.492(e)) is required. 



ALL OF THE ITEMS SET FORTH ABOVE MUST BE SUBMITTED WITHIN TWO (2) MONTH FROM THE DATE 
OF THIS NOTICE OR BY 22 or 32 MONTHS (where 37 CFR 1.495 applies) FROM THE PRIORITY DATE FOR 
THE APPLICATION, WHICHEVER IS LATER. FAILURE TO PROPERLY RESPOND WILL RESULT IN 
ABANDONMENT. 



The time period set above may be extended by fifing a petition and fee for extension of time under the provisions 
of37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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SUMMARY OF FEES DUE: 

Total additional fees required for this appBcation is S65 for a Small Entity: 

* $6S Late oath or dedaration Surcharge. 

ApplK^<iril ir. rf>rnmded that any communications to the United States Patent and Trademark Office must be mailed 
to the address given in the heading and include the U.S. application no. shown above (37 CFR 1.5) 

A copy of this notice MUST be returned with the response. 

MAMIE P PERSON 



Telephone: (703) 305-3737 
PART 1 - ATTORNEY/APPLICANT COPY 





1 


U 5. APPLJCATJON NUMBER NO. | 


INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION NO 


1 ATTY. DOCKET NO 


1 



10/018,621 PCT/GBOO/02221 508-042? 



FORM PCT/DO/EO/d05 (371 FormaUiles Notice) 
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Practitioners Docket No. 50g-042>008 PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In rc application of: M. Bura et al. 
Appncaifon No.: 10/018,621 
Filed: December 17« 2001 
For BRIDGE JOINT 



Confirniation No.: 4979 
Group No.: Not Yet Assigned 
Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Box MISSING PARTS 
Washington. D.C, 20231 



COMPLETION OF FILING REQUIREMENTS 
- NONPROViSIONAL APPLICATION 

fc/7ecft and complete this item, if applicable) 



L El Tliis replies to tlie Notification of Missing Requirements Under 35 USC §371 (Fomi 

PCT/DO/EO/905 (371 Formalities Notice)) mailed February 5, 20D2 . 

NOTE: ff these papers am filed befon the QffiCQ htter issues, adequate icfetitffication of the original papers should to made, 
d.9.> in addHhn lo the name ol the inventor and iiUo of inven^on, (ho Wing date based on the "Express MaW 
procedure^ the serial number from the return post can! or the attorney's tkxket number added. 

m A copy of the Notification of Missing Requirements Under 35 USC §371 is enclosed. 



NOTE: The PTO reqt^s that a copy of Form PTO^ISSS te returned MdIA the response to the no^ to ftie missing parts to 
the appTtcaVon, 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING/TRANSMISSION (37 C.F.R, § 1.8(a)) 

t hereby cerlify that this corre$pondenoe is. on the date shown bekwv, befng: 

MAOJNG FACSIMILE 

SI deposited wilhtha United states Postal □ transnrittBd by fecsbnlle to the Patent and 

Service wfth sufRtient postage as M-dasd TradeniarK Office, 

mail In an envelope addressed to the 
Assistant Commissianer for Patents^ 
Washington. D.C. 20231. 

Slsnatura 

Date: Auougt 1.2002 Annemaifa Maher 

(typo or prfnt name of person carting} 
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U.S. Patent Appltcation No. 10/01 8»621 



DECLARATION OR OATH 

II. [ij No dectaralion or oath was filed. Enclosed is the original declaraiion or oath for this 

applicaiion and a Petition Under 37 CFR §1 .47(a) For Acceptance Of Declaration By Joint 
Inventor On Behalf Of Himself And Nonsigning Inventor Michael J. BURA, Who Cannot Be 
Located. 

NOTB: ft the correct tftvefiior ct mvertlon are nof named on fifing 9 nonprwiSfOnaf appfhdtion under § 1.S3(b) without an 
exeajted oath or de<^aralion under § 1.63, the fater submission of an executed oeth or decferetion wuter § 7,63 
durfng the pendency of the eppficaiion wiU act to correct the eariier kfentiTication of inventorship, 37 $ 

OR 

□ The declaration or oath that was Tiled was determined to be defective. A new original oath or 
declaration is attached. 

NOTE: For surcharge fee for Wing declaration after ffTrng date complete Hem Vl(3) below. 

NOTE: The follomng combinations of information supplied in an oath or declaration filed after the filing date are 
acceptable as m'nimums for identifying a speciScatiatf artd comp^ance wkh any one of the iterrrs bekm mH 
lye accepted as complying wHh the identification requfrement of 37 C.F.R S 7.^* 

"(A) appftcatkm number (consisting of the series code and die serial number, e.g.^ 00/123,456; 

7B> serial numbar and fiirtg date; 

"iO attorney docket numtter which was on the speciftcaition as fUed: 

"(D) title whfch was on the specification as filed and reference to an attached specfficalibn whkh is Mtt 
attached to the oath or dedaraSon at the time of execution and sutmmed wOh the oath or der^araiion; 
or 

'(E) Utte wfdch was Of} the speciGcatfOtt as fM and accoirpaniad 9 cover fettw 

the appBcaUon for which ft was frvtended by ^ther the applkation number (consisifyig of the series 
cot^ and the serf at number, e.g., 08/123,45$), or serf^ nitmber and fBkrg daie, Absertt any 
stat&mentfs) to the contrary, ft will be presumed that the application fUed rn the PTO is ttte appOc^ion 
which the irrverttor(s) executed by sisfitmg the oaSh or decfaraGon." 

M,RB.P. § 601,01(a) 7^ Ed. 

NOTE: Another minimum found acceptable in the decler&tion is the fiSng date (i.e., date of express mail) end the 
express mail numtier, useful where the serial r\umber is rxi yet known, &ut rrote the practice where the 
express meM deposit is a Saturday, Sunday or holiday within the fXstrict of Columbia^ 37 CF^R § 1. 10(c). 

((X>ntp!9t& (c) or(d}, ffappficable) 

Attached is a 

(c) □ Statement by a registered attorney that the applfcatFon filed in the FTO is the application 

that the inventor executed by signing the dedaration, 

(d) D Statement that the "attached" speofication is a copy of the specificaUon and any 

amendments thereto, (hat were filed in the PTO to obtain the filing date. 



AMENDMENT CANCELLING CLAIMS 
III. □ Cancel datms inclusive. 
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Patent Application No. 10/018,621 

TRANSMITTAL OF ENGLISH TRANSLATION 
OF NON-ENGLISH LANGUAGE PAPERS 

IV. O Submitted herewith \s an English translation of the non-English language application papers 

as originally nied. Also submitted herewith is a statement by the translator of the accuracy 
of the translation. U is requested that this translation be used as the copy for examination 
purposes in the PTO. 

NOTE: For fee processing a non-EngUsh appTtcathn, complete item VI(S) betow. 

NOTE: a non^EngBsh oath or declaration in the form provided by the PTO need not be translated, 37 Cf^.R § 1.69{b}. 

SMALL ENTITY STATUS 

V. El A statement that this filing is by a small entity 

(check and complete applicable Hems) 
has already been asserted. 

□ 1$ attached, 

D A separate refund request accompanies this paper. 

□ was filed on (original). 



VL 



COMPLETION FEES 



WAfWING: FaHitre to St4>rnii the sw^wrgo foos whom mquind wiU cause the apf^catkM fa become abandoned, 37 
C.ER § 1531 

N07€: f=dreffe^offfeesof^iurstoestaMshsiatus, or change status^ asa smatterr&y, seo 37 § t28(ah 
1. Filing fee 

□ original patent application 

(37 C,F.R. § 1 .16(a) - $740.00; small entity - $370.00) $ 

□ design application 

(37 C.F.R, § 1.16(f) - $330.00; smalf entity - $165.00) $ 



2. Fees for claims 

□ each independent claim in ^cess of 3 

(37 C.F.R. § 1.16(b) - $84.00; small entity - $42.00) 

□ eai^ claim in excess of 20 

(37 C.F.R, § 1 .16(c) - $18.00; small entity - $9.00) 

□ multiple dependent clatm(s) 

(37 C.F.R. § 1 .16(d) - $280.00: smaH ntity - $140.00) 



(Completion of FUmg Ret^ements - Nonprovvsional Appiicatioo - page 3 of 6) 
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Patent Application No. 10/018,621 

3. Surcharge Fees 

E lale payment of filing fee and/or late filing of original declaration or oath (37 C.F,R. § ^ .16(e) 
- $130.00); 

$ 65.00 

NOTe: Even whm a focsfniHe <tect9ration or oath signed by the irwentoris) was part of the origmaPy fH^d papers, Iho 
surcharge fee is requited. 

NOTE: If toih the iUing fee and ctec/arafon or oath were missing from the origin^ papers, the Office pracGce under C.P.Ft 
§1, 16(e) is thai onfy one surcharge Fee need paid whether the (ater Wed oath or dedarathn anWor the filing fee 
are submHled aftennfards at the same time or at tSSerent times, 

4. m Petition and fee for filing by other than all the inventors or 

a person not the inventor 

(37 C.F.R. §§ 1.1 7(i) and 1.47 - $130.00) S 130^00 

□ Fee for processing an applicatton filed with a spedfication 
in a non-English language 

(37 aF.R. §§ 1-17(k) and 1 .52(d) - $130.00) $ 



□ Fee for processing and retention of application 

(37 C.F-R, §§ 1 .21(1) and 1 .53(d) - $130.00) $ 

El Assignment (See "ASSIGNMENT COVER SHEET.) S 40.00 

NOTS: 37 C.F.R § 1.21(1) establishes a fee for f>roce$$ff>g and retaining any appUcsUort which is abandoned for faBng to 
complete the application pwsuant to 37 CRft § 1.S3(0 and tNs, as wen as the changes to 37 CF.R §§ 1.53 and 
1.7B, intDcata that in order to obtain the benefit of a prior U.S. application, either the basic filing fee or the processing 
and retention fee ofS 1.21(1) witNn 1 year of ntiHticaHion under § 153(9 must be paid. 

Total completion fees $ 235.00 

EXTENSION OF TIME 

m 

(complBie (a) or (b), as applicabiB) 

The proceedings herein are for a patent application, and the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a) 
apply- 

(a). EHl Applicant petitions for an exten^on of time, the fees for which are set out in 37 G.F.R. 
§1 .1 7(a)(1 )-(4)» for the total number of months checked betow: 

Extension Fee for other than Fee for 

(months^ smail entity small entity 

□ one month $ 110.00 $ 55.O0 

□ two months $ 400.00 $200.00 

□ three months $ 920.00 $460.00 
IS four months $1»440.00 $720.00 

Fee: $ 720.00 



If an additional extension of time rs required, pleas consider this a petition therefor. 
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U.S. Patent Application No. 10/018,621 

(check and complete the next item, if applicable) 

D An extension for months has aJr ady been secured, and the fee paid iher for of 

$ is deducted from the total fee due for the total months of extension now requested. 

Extension fee due with this request $ 

OR 



(b) □ Applicant believes that no extension of term fs required. However, this conditional petition 
Is being made to provide for the possibility that applicant has inadvertently overlooked the 
need for a petition and fee for extension of time. 

TOTAL FEE DUE 

VIIL 

The total fee due is 

Completion fee(s) $ 235.00 
Extension fee (tf any) $ 720,00 

Total Fee Due $ 955.00 

PAYMENT OF FEES 

IX. 

Bl Enclosed is a check in the amount of $ 955.00 

□ Authorization is hereby made to charge the amount of $ 



□ to Deposit Account No. 

□ to credit card as shown on the attached credit card infomiaUon authorization Fomi 
PTO-2038. 

WARNING: CiBC^ card infbrmat/on shoufd not be incfuOed on this form as it may become public 

□ Charge any additional fees required by this paper or credit any overpayment in the manner 
authorized above. A duplicate of this request is attached, 

AUTHORIZATION TO CHARGE ADDITIONAL FEES 

X. 

WARNING: Accurate^ count claims, especl^ mMfie dependant dalms, to avoM unexpocted Ngh chaiges if exim 

claims are authonzed, 

I40TE: lAmfMints oftwent^^ dollars or less wW not bo returned unless sped/icalty roquested within a reasonable Ome, 
nor wHf the payer be noUfledofsuch amounts: amourrts over twerky-nve dollars may be relumed by check or, if 
requested, by cre<St to a depo^ accourtL*37 CF.R. $ 1.2$(a). 

(a The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the following additional fees that may be 
required by this paper and during the pmdertcy of this application to Account No. 
23-0442 

□ 37 C.F.R.§1.l6(aX(f) or (g) (filing fees) 

□ 37 C.F.R. § 1.16(b); (c) and (d) (presentation of extra claims) 
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U.S. Patent Application No. 10/018,621 



NOTE: Because additional fees for excess or muttipte dependent aaims not paid on firing or on later presentation must 
only be paid or these claims cancelled by amendment pricf to the expiration of the time penod set for response by 
the PTO in any notice of fee deficiency (37 C.F.R. § 1. 16(d)). R might bo best not to BUthoti7e the PTO to charge 
addiitonaf ci&im fees, except possibly when dealing wHh amendments alter final action. 

la 37 C.F.R. §1 .1 6(e) (surcharge for filing the basic filing fee and/or dedaralion 
on a date later than the filing date of the application) 

El 37 C.F.R. §1 .1 7(a)(1)-(5) (extension fees pursuant to §1. 136(a)) 

□ 37 C.F.R. §1 .17 (application processing fees) 

NOTE: -A written request may be submitted in an appFtcation f/i^ is an authorUation to treat any concurrent or future 
reply^ requiring a petition for an extension of time under this paragraph for its timely submission^ as incorporating a 
petition for extension of time for the appropriate length of time. An authorisation to charge ail required fees, fees 
under §1, 17, or all required extension of time fees wili fee treated as a constructive petition for an extension of time 
in any concurrent or future reply requiring a petition for an extension of time under this paragraph for its timely 
subrt^s&on, Subm^on of the fee set forth in §t 17(a) will also be treated as a constructive petition for an 
extension of time in any concurrertt repiy requiring a petition for an extension of time under this paragraph for its 
immty subnusslon,' Z7 C.P.R. §1. 136(a)(3). 

□ 37 C.F.R, §1 .18 (issue fee at or before mailing of Notice of Allowance, pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. §1.31 Kb)) 

yvOTE: )A/hefe en avthorizaUon to char^ the issue fee to a deposit accour^ has been filed before the mai^ of a f4aece 
tsfAfldwance, tfie hsue feewmbe auttfmaUcaliy charged to t/ie deposit account at the tinte of maHing the notice of 
allowance, Z70,F,R. §1.311(b). 

A/OTE; 37 C.F.R §1. 28(b) requires yMHication of any change in loss of entitlement to small entity status must be filed In 
the af^cation..4uiorto paying, or at the time of paying.. Jssue fee..,' Prom me wording of 37 C.f.fl §l,28(b): 
(a) rwruncation of change of status must be made even If the fee is paid as 'other than a smalf entit/' and (b) no 
notification is requimd N the change is to anottrer smaff enUty. 




Reg. No. 27.550 

(type or print name otpraeV&ortefJ 

Tel. No.: (203) 261-1234 WARE. FRESSOLA, VAN DER SLUYS 

&ytf>OLPHSON LLP 



Bradford Green, Bidg. Five 
755 Main St, P.O. Box 224 
Customer No. 004955 Monroe. CT 06468 
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PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. 508-042.008 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Re Application of: M. BuraetaK : 

Serial No.: 10/018,621 : Art Unit: Not Yet Assigned 

Filed: December 17> 2001 Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 

For: BRIDGE JOINT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Box MISSING PARTS 
Washington, DC 20231 

PETITIO N UNDER 37 CFR Sl,47ra) FOR ACCEPTANCE OF DECLARATION BY JOINT 
INVENTOR. SEAMUS DEVLIN. ON BEHALF OF HIMSELF AND NONSIGNING 
INVENTOR MICHAEL J, BURA, WHO CANNOT BE LOCATED 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1 .47(a), applicant's attorney hereby petitions for the acc^tance of the 
Declaration of signing inventor Seamus Devlin on bdialf of himself and nonsigning inventor 
Michael L Bura, who cannot be located aftw diligent effort. Accompanying this petition is the 
Declaration of Seamus M, Devlin, including an added page to the Combined Declaration and Power 
of Attorney on behalf of nonsigning inventor Michael J. Bura, who cannot be found or reached after 
diligent effort. Also enclosed herewith is a Statem^t of Facts by the joint invrators* British patent 
agent, Nigel Brooks (CPA)7 who sets forth the facts verifying that diligent effort has been made to 
locate Mr. Bura and that those efforts have been unsuccessful. 



1 hereby certiiy that this coTrespondence is bdng d^sit«d today, Aagnst 1, 2002. with the Unrted States Postal 
Service with sumdent postage as first-ciass mail in an envelope addressed to; Assistant Commsssioner for 
Patents, U.S. Patem and Tiademark Office^ Washingtoii DC 2D23K 
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• 




Application Serial No. 10/01S,621 
Attorney Docket No. 508-042.008 



A petition fee, pursuant to 37 CFR §1.1 7(h), in the amount of $130 is enclosed as required 
by 37 CFR §L47(a). Please charge any additional fees or refund any overpayment lo applicants' 
attorney's deposit account number 23-0442. 

Also enclosed herewith is the Notification of Missing Requirements, as well as payment of a 
four-month extension-of-time fee for responding to said Notification^ a response to which was due 
without extension by April 2002. 

It is respectfully submitted that the present documentation meets the requirements of 37 
CFR §L47(a) and that compliance has been made to the requirements specified in the Notification 
of Missing Requirements. 



755 Main Street, P.O. Box 224 
Monroe, CT 06468 
Telephone: (203)261-1234 
Facsimile: (203)261-5676 
USPTO C:ustomer No. 004955 
Deposit Account No. 23-0442 



Dated; August K2002 



WARE, FRJESSOLA, VAN DER 

SLXJYS 8l ADOLPHSON LLP 
Building Five, Bradford Green 




2 
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AS t below named ^^'^^^^ ' ^^^^^ «xiioiny 
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v-^Wm hk Hod Aim *i1 ctBtDoJenU made on 

I ,i«ci« that «a a»i«»«« '^^'IXr'^^S 2S^^^ ^!!r^fo?ff 

Tiii.ltoril«Onit«ISIM»Codev»***f«**'*»»"«wi«w™ 

or loiy pttent ksned tftcnon. — • - — ' 



Pal» 



Poll 



D-^tt TQ13 oju> CirMe. 



■ \ > M^^uAa "Icq % 



GB 




TOTPL p. 05 



mR-10-2003 17 : 08 
31rJUL-2002 175 29 



BROOKS CPR 



TO 



lFRESSOLA 



P. 16/34 
P. 02/02 



ADDED PAGE TO GDMBINEn DEdARATI H 
AND VGWESL OF ATTORNEY FOR SIGNATURE BY JOINT lNVBNTOR(5) 
ON EEBALF OF MONRGNINC INVBNTORfS) WHO REmE(«> 
TO SIGN OS CANNOT RE REACXED P7 CfU UWa)) 

and al90 slQn Ihto tfeohunMion wndar 37 CFR 1,47« on boh»lf ol lh» neraVontng J©W 
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^ ^. Michael J* lURA 

nonaSoninQ Inwmar Mho 
□ r«fu$M to alon 
GD MrMt b« Ibtmd or rmwdn^ 
worn 7^ ^ ia> n» y fcii^»<D't>!^ 0mMpf^ hk^ ^r^ m H i>a w l y i * m pUf n ^wr^ 

Great Bcltalo - - 



CoimtV^< , . ^ 

2 Braatcr CotcwM» tnwnaat 




Ml M «» fMi *i M oliiMMt or rM #1 



of 



iMicMmgaonIi: 
(t) AaTAta«NrOFFACTBINBtJRfO»'OFM^ 




TT^TAI P.rt? 

TOTPL P,02 



MflR-10-2003 17:08 



P. 17/34 



^ ^ 508-042.8 PATBHT 

PracUtHmMrft Docket No. — 

M THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In ro application Ofc Bora et al 
For Bridge Joint 



the specMcaBon of which: 

^check and oomphte (s^. P)> or 
(s^ □ is atlached hefeto. 

OA IS fflofl nn ^^^ ^ 2001 ADoHcartion Serial NoJO >Qia*£21 

and was ainended on 0apptcM). 

(c) O v«s<JescribedarKJclalmadlrt International Applk^^ ■ 

filedon^ and as amended on ^^^anj^ 

CTATEMENT OF FACTS IN SUPPORT OF FILING 
ON BEHALF OF NONSIGNING INVENTOR |37 CF JL » t47) 

^ *^ ' . ^ - J Wm* MM*^ 



TWs stalemert b rnade as to the «aict feels that ara wood up^ 
elf ortiSTto^cuiB the 

^J^SS^ patent application betoia deposit 
Office. 

(chock next Kenh tf appUcabk) 

□ Because signhia or* behaW of the nonslgnlnalri^^ 
5hovi*« a sufBcfcrt pioprielary Wensl. tWs atete^ 
this action was necassary to pieserw the rigWa of the 

Irrepaf^la damage. 
This statBinenl IS being made the avallaWe person having lirst-41^ 

the facts recited therein. 
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IDENTIFICATION F PERSON MAKlNa THIS STATEMENT F FACTS 

NIGEL BROOKS 

Ftona " 

Hill Hampton, East MeoJi» Peter sfield 

**'»^ Hampshire, GU32 IQN, GB 
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LAST KNO¥rH ADDRESS OF THE N NSIQNINQ INVENTOR 

NOTE: Th9 last knofim mdA^ €4 iho iKs nsi gnhg 

ofiSc0 tor is ktsumctont fAPJE. P. S 4aSL03M ^ od 

MICHAEX. J- BUR A 



Full namo of noittlgnKng invernor 

2 Ramster cottages^ Ramsnesty Chiddlngf old^ Surreyr GU8 4 SNr GB 
tasi known address of nonsigrilng inventor 
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DETAILS OF EFFORTS TO BEACH N NSIONINO INVENTOR 

NOm ConiphU^^VmtihiMfBCt^dtth^ 

NCfiE: In aOMon to m /acftgtfbw of those eflbrU. yMch mat /mv» feoyi ma rf» ftoibrg tfw ypfcatfon tia* 



I have acted for Seamus Devlin and his company Vexcolt (UK) Ltd 

for a number of years. I have been involved in several 

patent applications in whichboth Seamus and Michael 

Bura have been named as inventor. Both Seamus and Michael 

are, or were, employees of Vexcolt (UK) Ltd and so under Englisl 

law all the patent applications belong to the company. 

Recently, Seamus and his company moved from Hampshire 
to Devon. I understand that Michoel Bura did not also 
move* 



Seamus instructed me in the filing of the US national 
phase of the intennational application and I prepared the 
necessary forms and forwarded the same to him for 
signature, 1 then instructed A Fressola to file 
the necessary papers for this application. Mr Fressola t^fhM^ 
further copies of the necessary forms, the lHyiv 4^ 
Assignment and the Declaration, and as I had not received 
the original forms fMjn Seamus, I sent these forms 
as well, ^ 

On 22ndi March I telephoned Seamus to chase up tbe forms 
and he told me that he had been unable to contact 
Mr Bura* I asked him to keep trying but to send 
me the forms with his signature. He did this and also 
enclosed a note by fax to say that he beleived Mr Bura to 
be"enjoying a lifestyle to which neither you nor I will 
ever become accustomed", I enclose a copy of this 
note • 

I understand Seamus llevlin to have made reasonable efforts to 

contact Michael Bura, including telephoning and 

writing to his last known address, and contacting various 

mutual friends. However, despite these efforts 

he has been unable to contact him. 
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Hill Hampton, 
Enst Meon, 

Hampshrre GU32 IQN 



Ashwell House 
Ugbrooke Park. 
Chudieigh 
Exeter, 

Devon TQ 13 OAD 



22 March 2002. 



Dear Nigel. 

Re: Patent 50B-042.8 

Please find attached the forms duly signed. Unfortunately, despite a fairly exhaustive 
search, I cannot trace down Mick Bura to get his signature, i understand he received 
a significant inheritance from his father and can only speculato that he is currently 
enjoying a lifestyle to which netthar you nor I witi ever become accustomed. 

f hope that this doesn't cause a problem. 



Kindest regards to you and the harem. 




Seamus 
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U.S. Deparuncnt of Comme 
Patent and Trademark Ofl 



Attorney Docket No. 508-042.008 

To ihe Honorable Comniiss'ioncr of Patents and Tf ademairks: Please record the attached original documents or copy thereof. 



1. Name of conveying party(ies): 
Seamus M. DEVLIN 

Additional naaie(s) of conveying party(ies) attached? 
□ Yes 13 No 



3, Nature of conveyance: 

El Assignment □ Merger 

□ Security Agreement DChange of Name 

□ Other 

Execution Date: March 22, 2002 



2. Name and address of receiving party(ies): 

VEXCOLT (UK) LIMITED 
$uhes2&3 

Global House, Global Court 
Pinhoe, Exeter 
Devon EX4 8YQ 
GREAT BRITAIN . 

Additional name(s) and addres$(e$) attached? 
□ Yes EI No 



4. Application nuniber(5) or patent number(5): 

If this document is being filed together with a new application, the execution date of the 
application Is: 



A, Patent Application No.(s) 
10/018,621 



B. Patent No.(s) 



Additional numbers attached? □ Yes 13} No 



Name and address of party to whom 
correspondence concerning document 
should be mailed: 

Alfred A. Fressola 

Ware» Fressola, Van Der Sluys & Adolphson LLP 

Bradford Green, Buflding Five 

755 Main Street 

P.O. Box 224 

Monroe. CT 06468-0224 



6. Total number of applications and patents 
involved: 1 



7. Total fee (37 CFR 3.41) $ 40.00 E? Enclosed 
□ Authorized to be charged to credit card as 
shown on attached form PTO-2038 



8. Deposit account number: 23-0442 

(Attach duplicate copy of this page if paying by 
deposit account.) 



Statement and signature: 



To the best of my knowledge ottd belief, theforegoingjr^ormaiion 
QOfpy of the original document, 
Alfred A. Fressob, Reg. No. 27^550 
Name of Person Signing 




my attachment copy is a true 

Angnst 1^2002 
Date 



Total number of page^cluding cover sheet, attachments^ and document: ^ 



Mail documents t be recorded with required cov^ sheet Inf nnati n to: 
CommisslDiier f Patents & Trademarks. Box Assignments 
Washington. D.C. 20231 
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SU,. »«hr S«W N.. WO".""! on Dc=cmb« 17. JOOl «>d WctfS- kyW^ 
Freesola. Van -Der Shiys 4: Adolpteon LLP dodCK number ano 
privilege under My and all LelU« Patent that miff be granted thrxrfor. 

WE r«iu«t that «qr «3d an pattnd. for aaid mvendoiis issued la asagnee. ^ 
successors. .UL»l«n» a»d legal ttfftes^^. ari» sncb oomtaees as it niay designaie. 

WE agn^ ttat. wlua tequeswd, w» wUI. wiihout charge » saW a«.i«nee Init at i» 
«cp«se. aign aU papas, take all rijWaa ofttha, «ul «lo all ac« i^Ud. w be nccesw, 
.rir«We or conveoicrt ft* aeoHing -d maintaining p«ea«. for ^ invention, m any and aU 
co«mrt«s and far vc«ing tiUa tbntnto in said assignee, itt sucoeaioa. aligns and legal 

leprescntatives or nominees* 

WE ^ntliorize and «qioww the said aailgnee. its anccesJoM. awigM and legal 
represmiaiives or nominees, w invoice and claim for a«y wUcadon for patem or other torm 
of pjotecdon foe said inveattoos filed by it or Uwm. the bcnrflt of the right of priority 
provided by ihe buanational Caaycniion for the Protection of Industrial Pioporty, a» 
ainemled . or by convention wWch may heneefoith be sobatitotad for it. and to invoke and 
claim such right of priority wldiom fbxd»er written or oral authorization flroro us. 
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fon«al eqoivdent of a»F aB8l«»m«at. cc»«-t to file r like dcc«m»x which may bt xcquired 
in «,y couo«y for any in»P«c «d more i«xticolax3y in proof of the right of the 8«ud 
a«lenee or iumu»ee to daim U» tfotesald heoefit of the right of priority provided by tht 
l^tiooal CoBveation R« Uie protection of mn^^ Pioperly. as amended, or by ««r 
convention which snQT Ueneefixth be sublttoted for it. 

WE eovenart with said assignee, to successors, assigns and legal representatives. Uiat 
the rights and proper^ hereto conveyed «re free and deer of aay eocombnuwo. ami tot we 
have ftiU right to convey the same as berdn eo^ressed. 

SiKned at &e.hc. this W/p^»«-f d-y of 



M^el J. BUfa 




M. Devlin 



Signed Iti oar pieseoce and aeksowladgMi U» be an assignment of the apphcatioa Onveation) 
herein above referred to; 



Witness , 

w}t,r« SUUjfn^ Dale a.7 . M^a^ Taoi 
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PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. 508-042.008 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEM ARK OFFICE 

In Re Application of: : 

M. Bura et at. Confirmation No.: 4979 

Serial No.: 10/018,621 Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 

Filed: December 17, 2001 Group/Art Unit: Not Yet Assigned 

For: BRIDGE JOINT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir 

Applicants submit herewith references of which they are aware, which they 
iDelleve may be material to the examination of this application and in respect of which 
they may have a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 CFR §1.56. 

White this Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) may be "material" pursuant 
to 37 CFR §1. 56(b), It is not intended to constitute an admission that any document 
referred to herein is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated as 
such. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service on this date. August 1. 2002 . in an 
envelope with sufficient postage as first-dass mail addressed to the 
Commissioner fcN- Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 

Annemarie L. K4aher 
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Application Serial No. 10/018.621 
Attorney Docket No. 508-042.008 



In accordance with 37 CFR §1 .97(g). the filing of this IDS shall not be 
construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material information 
as defined under 37 CFR §1 .56(a) exists. 

Enclosed is an International Seardi Report dated September 22, 2000 issued 
in the international patent application from which the present U.S. application claims 
priority. The relevance of each reference is specifically explained in the Search 
Report. 

Further, enclosed is a Fomi PTO-1449 listing the cited references. A copy of 
each cited reference Is also enclosed herewith. The abstract of each reference 
provides a concise explanation thereof. 

This IDS is being submitted prior to receipt of a first Official Action in this 
matter: therefore, the undersigned respectfully submits that no fee is due for filing this 
IDS. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge to deposit account 23-0442 
any fee deficiency required to submit this IDS. 



WARE, FRESSOLA. VAN DER SLUYS 

& ADOLPHSON LLP 
Bradford Green, Building Five 
755 Main Street, P.O. Box 224 
Monroe, Connecticut 06468 
Telephone: (203) 261-1234 
Facsimile: (203) 261-5676 
USPTO Customer No. 004955 



Dated: Auoust 1. 2002 




wftomey for the Applicant 
Registration No. 27.550 
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SERIAL MO. 


(Modified) PATtHT A>4D TRADErtARK OFFtCE 
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iNFOmATION DISCLOSURE 
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STATEMENT BY APPLlCANTT 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS Hnctuding Author, Title, Date, Relevant Pages. Place of Publicatlon> 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial If citation considered, whether or not citation is in confomnance with MPEP 609; 
Draw line through citation if not in confomianc and not considered, include copy of this form with 
next ommunlcatlont applicant. 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



iraar mal Application No 

PCT/G8 00/02224 



Acconfino tolntWTwfional Pitom O^s^fkxHon pPC) or to bo<h natfona) d«s<flc«tfm and IPC 



B. raiOSSEARCHEO 



IPC 7 EOlO 



Sectiiirfed^kmeaanHitted during 1h» intMnMlanal srardt of data 

EPO-Internal 



bOBBttid, M^ro practical, 8aaniit0nn» used) 



C OQCaJMEKTS COHSPBHEDTO BE REUSVAWT 



Catsgoiy 



CSbiliohofcfDeumMiMlhirKlcatloai wham «pp«t^to. of th« r^evam pamgoo 



US 4 030 156 A (RAYMOMD PAUL J) 
21 June 1977 (1977--06-21) 
the whole document 



US 3 880 540 A (RIZZA MICHAEL C ET AL) 
29 April 1975 (1975-04-29) 
abstract; figures 



El 



Movant to dalmNa 



1.2,10 

6,7 
8,11 

6,7 

1 



Patera taniif mMibM MiMed in 



I csMgortM ol fitted docunsnu : 

'A' liocurnaMMninelhesenanleetteaflli* eitwlrieriitnal 
coiuideradiDbeflrfMiiieubri^evime 

cttascnoriMherapacWi«8aon<M «pMfad) 
Date ol ih» aciijil ccmptoitan d ih» In^^ 

15 September 2000 



Name«ndmaiDng 



T- later document pufaM^d after th« intemationat fllraa date 
orpdoitty date iwj not In cwrtw i5S^ 

doa£n«ofpartlcMlarialavancr invartfon 
ramot baoonddeiadnpwl ircw^ 
irivolveanbwemlYaetapairMntftedooumontte tafteoalette 
•Y' docwnart of ptrtctiar i^anco; the clalmcwl invantton 

mer«B,ajchccniCMnadonbalngcbvlQuatoa pemnakOM 
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22/09/2000 



oflhelSA 
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Ptttennaana 
651 eponi. 
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Dljkstra* 6 



Aami FCr/l&A^o (Mmd ^mm (Atfy iesB| 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



rtiUDnnMoD on pMUtenlty member* 


PCT/GB 00/02224 


Patent clocument 
ctod in Mftich repoft 


Pubttcatlon 
date 


Patent f arnity 
fneffiber^s) 


Publication 
date 



us 4030156 A 21-06-1977 CA 1058932 A 24-07-1979 



US 3880540 


A 


29-04-1975 


CA 


993245 


A 


20-07-1976 








CA 


1007499 


A 


29-03-1977 








AT 


321349 


8 


25-03-1975 








AT 


328494 
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25-03-1976 








AT 
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15-06-1975 








AU 


462578 
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AU 
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A 
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BE 
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A 


08-09-1972 








CA 


947558 
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CH 


S44848 
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15-01-1974 








OE 
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31-10-1973 








FR 


2129443 
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27-10-1972 








GB 
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IT 


957540 
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20-10-1973 








OP 
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LU 
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06-07-1972 








NL 
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12-09-1972 
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130598 


B 


30-09-1974 








SE 
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US 


3732021 
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08-05-1973 
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